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There is a widespread idea that there's too much immigration into Britain, particularly from Eastern Europe,
and that this is causing social problems like unemployment, lack of housing and the crisis in the NHS.

This idea is totally untrue. It spreads division and hatred in the working class and benefits no one except the

bosses and the rich – those really responsible for our social problems.

Some facts:

Immigration is not the
problem – the rich are
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• People coming to Britain from Eastern Europe are 60 percent less likely to receive benefits or live
in social housing than people born in the UK.

• EU migrants pay 37 percent more in taxes than they receive in benefits and services. Migrants from
eg Poland, Romania and Bulgaria, and not just from richer EU countries, also pay more in tax than
they  receive. People born in the UK use services worth 20 percent more than tax paid!

• Only 8.5 percent of those claiming JSA are non-UK nationals. Only 2.6 percent are from the EU.

But despite the facts, anti-migrant ideas are heavily promoted by the Murdoch press, UKIP and the Tories —
organisations run by millionaires to promote the interests of millionaires. The obvious, and true, answer is that
they want to distract attention from the real culprits, ie themselves and the rich people they represent.

Between 2008 and 2013, real wages fell by over 8 percent. That figure will now be higher, since of course the
holding down of pay is continuing. Full-time workers earn, on average, over £2,000 less in real terms than they
did in 2010. Many billions have been cut from public services. The NHS is on the point of disintegration. But none
of this was caused by immigration.

It's no coincidence that, while we've suffered, Britain's wealthiest people are wealthier than ever before.

According to the Sunday Times “Rich List”, the wealth of the richest individuals, couples and families jumped 15
percent between May 2013 and May 2014.

Last year the directors of big companies got a 21 percent rise. Chief executives' pay has increased four-fold

since 2000, while workers' pay has “increased” by less than 50 percent (less than inflation).



UKIP: LACKEYS OF THE RICH
UKIP sometimes claims to represent the working class, but they are really ultra-Thatcherites, with policies
100 percent in the interests of the rich.

For facts about what UKIP really stand for see “The socialist answer to UKIP”
bit.ly/Socialist-answer-UKIP

What can we do?
We should blame the real culprits as loudly as we possibly can. And we should get organised to fight back. All
workers should join a trade union, and we should demand the trade unions start taking much stronger action to
defend our rights.

Working-class people of different origins and backgrounds need to stand together in solidarity, or the rich will
continue to steamroller us. British workers should welcome people from other countries coming here,
whether it's to flee human rights abuses, look for work or just seek a better life, as our brothers and sisters.

The last five years have been bad, but in the workplaces and communities where people have stood together,
organised and fought back, we have done better. We need to spread those good examples and inspiring stories
so we can turn the tide.

We also need political answers. Unfortunately the leadership of the Labour Party —who, unlike the Tories and
UKIP, seem confused about which side they are on! — have gone along with the idea that there is a problem
with immigration, just as they've gone along with the idea that there need to be cuts.

Labour, which is based on trade unions, should represent the interests of the working class. Trade unions need
to hold it to account, and we need to challenge the union leaders who have failed to do so.
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In 2000 chief executives earned 47 times the pay of the average worker. Now it's 120 times as much.

All of us — born here or born somewhere else, black or white, whatever religion or none — have been made
to pay for employers and the rich getting richer and richer at our expense.

READ OUR BLOG:
socialistcampaignforalabourvictory.
wordpress.com
EMAIL US:
socialistcampaign@gmail.com

We should be demanding policies like:

• Taxing the rich in order to stop and reverse cuts to public services.
• Rebuilding the NHS as a well-funded public service, free from privatisation.
• Funding decent, secure, jobs, with a real living wage for everyone who can work, and generous benefits for
those who can't. 

• Building millions of council houses.
• Taking public ownership and control of the banks so we can use their wealth to sort out the social crisis they
created.

We can't do any of this if we let ourselves be divided. We must stand up against the bullying of migrants, and
support freedom of movement and equal rights for everybody.


